Mr. Herb Michelson 
WAKR P.O. Bob 1590 
Akron, Ohio 441509 


January 26 , 1965 


Dear Mr* MIchelson, 

In answer to# your letter of January 26 , I reaffirm my general agree- 
ment of the possible worthwhile TV shows that could result from confrontations 
between members of the staff of the former Warren Commission and those who 
criticize their work. I reiterate my suspicions that these gentlemen will not 
participate under conditions that are not loaded in their favor end I say this 
from my own repeated experience. 

The format you have in mind is congenial to those without financial 
problems. It is one that is not possible for thoss of us who are wihhout 
fixed or regular income or independent means. It is not possible to adequa- 
tely prepare for the type of thing you have in mind without the great expend- 
iture of time and money. 

Frankly, I so no reason for this not being a spontaneous thing. Thia 
makes for bettor TV. Certainly the foimer lawyers are familiar enough with the 
subject, should know more about it than any others, have more experience with 
this kind of thing that non-lawyers end are generally in the position of advan- 
tage with auch a fonaot. The type of preparation I understand you to reflect 
they hove in mind will tend to make this a he&vy, dull thing end to unnecessar- 
ily freeze it into a fixed mold, will olao tend to limit the subject* that 
might be discussed and, if it puts them in a position to refuse to discuss any 
8spect on this ground, I will oppose it. I think this should be free and wide 
open, no aspects barred. I have no desire to raoke Mr. Griffin 3 eom to be^who 
will participate only under terms that ore advantageous to him, but if he 
surrounds himself with qualifications and evasions to begin with, I regard it 
as other than a good augury. 

Candor impels me to suggest you prepare yourself for what may be 
ahead. These men just will not debate on a basis if equality ahd a wide-open 
format. I csn refer you to a number of cased?. Perhaps the easiest one is at 
ME7/-TV, where they, having declined an offer to pai’ticipats on a "special" 
later hod a change of heart and asked for and got an additional program they 
thought vsould be theirs alone. $hen they found I was to be on it, os two of 
their defenders had bsen on the earlier one, with two minor exceptions th^r ill 
declirod. That show has yet to be taped but will be soon, with but two members 
of the former Comniasion staff and they represented by a champion. It is only 

if you understand the history that you can prepare for the future. 

Generally speoking, I think I f ll not want to participate unless I em 
adequately compensated for my time, including any preparation you might require. 
I see no reason for any income to go to the Kennedy ibrary when there ore so 
many of us without independent means doing what we reagard as legitimate res- 
earch on the late President and do so without income or profit. If the lawyers 

wont to give their share to anyone else, that is their affair alone. And I 

think tho income should be divided equally. 


Sincerely yours, 


